
Dear	{{	contact.FIRSTNAME	}},
Welcome	to	my	October	Newsletter.	The	last	year	has	been	incredibly	difficult
for	 our	 country.	 The	 effects	 of	 Covid	 on	 our	 economy	 and	 Vladimir	 Putin’s
invasion	 of	 Ukraine	 has	 created	 unprecedented	 economic	 and	 political
challenges	the	likes	of	which	we	have	not	seen	for	many	years.
	
I	am	delighted	that	Rishi	Sunak	has	become	the	Leader	of	the	Conservative
Party	and	our	new	Prime	Minister,	as	I	believe	he	is	the	right	man	to	lead	us
forward	as	a	country.	We	watched	him	steer	our	nation’s	economy	 through
Covid	 as	Chancellor	 and	 save	 thousands	 of	 livelihoods	 through	his	 furlough
scheme.	I	believe	that	Rishi	Sunak	has	the	clarity	and	the	integrity	to	face	the
nation’s	challenges	and	find	opportunity	in	troubling	times.

My	mission	 as	 the	 Member	 of	 Parliament	 for	 Bolsover	 has	 never	 changed.
Over	 the	 last	 few	 weeks	 I	 have	 been	 out	 and	 about	 meeting	 residents,
dealing	 with	 casework	 issues,	 and	 progressing	 local	 campaigns	 such	 as
delivering	 fast	 and	 reliable	 broadband,	 fighting	 against	 fracking	 in	 the
constituency,	and	improving	local	bus	services.	
	
I	 am	 absolutely	 determined	 to	 bring	 about	 opportunity	 to	 the	 Bolsover
constituency	 and	 ensure	 the	 voices	 of	 our	 communities	 are	 heard	 in
Westminster.
	
I	hope	you	enjoy	this	edition	of	my	newsletter	and	I	look	forward	to	updating
you	all	again	in	November.	

Best	wishes,

Mark
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Meeting	with	Stagecoach	East	Midlands
I	 recently	met	with	 the	Managing	Director	 of	 Stagecoach	 to	 further	 discuss
the	 unacceptable	 problems	 many	 of	 you	 have	 reported	 with	 their	 bus
services.	In	particular	I	raised	the	many	reports	of	problems	with;

Bus	No.1	from	Alfreton	to	Mansfield	via	Westhouses
Bus	No.	23	between	Mansfield	and	Langwith
Bus	No.	12	between	Mansfield	and	Shirebrook
Bus	No.	77	between	Worksop	and	Chesterfield

alongside	numerous	other	services	where	services	have	been	reduced,	routes
changed	and	buses	cancelled	without	notice.

Many	constituents	are	heavily	reliant	on	the	bus	service	to	connect	them	with
education	 and	 work	 and	 any	 cancelled	 journeys	 have	 a	 major	 detrimental
impact.	I	also	raised	the	lack	of	up	to	date	information,	particularly	in	places
such	as	Westhouses	where	they	do	not	yet	have	the	digital	signage	installed	-
which	 isn't	 helped	 by	 often	 incorrect	 information	 being	 provided	 by	 their
customer	services	helpline.

Stagecoach's	 primary	 reason	 given	 for	 the	 excessive	 cancellations	 is	 staff
shortages	and	they	are	currently	training	many	new	drivers,	and	advertising
for	 more.	 I'm	 told	 they	 are	 working	 flat	 out	 to	 resolve	 the	 issues,	 they
recognise	 it	 is	 not	 acceptable	 to	 continue	 like	 this,	 and	we	 have	 agreed	 to
meet	again	in	coming	months	to	discuss	progress.

I	understand	there	are	many	other	places	which	have	difficulty	accessing	bus
services,	 particularly	 Hilcote	 in	 the	 south	 of	 the	 constituency,	 and	 I	 am
actively	looking	for	a	solution.

Meeting	with	Openreach	in	Bolsover



I	am	hugely	appreciative	to	everyone	at	Openreach	who	took	time	out	of	their
day	to	show	me	around	the	Bolsover	Exchange,	and	on	site	off	Oxcroft	Lane,
last	 week	 and	 demonstrate	 the	 practical	 side	 of	 fibre	 technology.	 We
discussed	 the	 work	 that	 is	 ongoing	 to	 ensure	 that	 everywhere	 across	 our
constituency	has	access	to	high	speed,	reliable,	broadband,	particularly	some
of	our	more	rural	areas,	and	villages	such	as	Barlborough	and	Heath.

We	talked	about	their	apprenticeship	scheme	and	spoke	with	engineers	who
had	 completed	 the	 programme,	 and	 discussed	 upcoming	 amendments	 to
legislation	 to	 make	 gigabit-capable	 connections	 in	 all	 new	 developments
mandatory.

No	Fracking	in	Bolsover
I	was	delighted	to	hear	from	our	new	Prime	Minister	that	he	will	reinstate	the
moratorium	on	 shale	 gas	 extraction,	 honouring	 the	manifesto	 on	which	 the
Conservative	Party	was	elected	to	Government	 in	2019.	 I	believe	this	 is	 the
right,	and	necessary	decision,	and,	despite	the	games	Labour	were	playing	at
their	opposition	day	last	week,	I	will	continue	to	work	with	my	neighbours	and
colleagues,	Lee	Rowley	MP	and	Alex	Stafford	MP,	to	strongly	oppose	it.	I	have
been	clear	and	public	in	that	view,	and	will	continue	to	be	so.

Read	More



Discussing	Junction	28	with	the	Transport	Minister
Earlier	 this	month	 I	met	with	 the	Minister	 of	 State	 for	 Transport	 to	 discuss
Junction	28	of	the	M1.	Over	the	past	year	I	have	been	working	with	Midlands
Connect	 to	 help	 strengthen	 the	 business	 case	 for	 the	 proposed
improvements,	 which	 will	 help	 reduce	 congestion,	 as	 well	 as	 improve	 road
safety	 and	 regional	 connectivity.	 I	 will	 continue	 to	work	with	 local	 partners
and	 the	 Department	 of	 Transport	 to	 deliver	 this	 esdsential	 infrastructure
project

Need	My	Help	-	Book	A	Surgery	Appointment
Last	week	I	held	my	latest	constituency	surgery	at	my	office	in	Bolsover	town
centre.	 I	would	 just	 like	 to	say	 thank	you	 to	everyone	 that	came	along	and
raised	 some	 very	 important	 issues	 with	 me.	 If	 you	 need	 my	 help	 with
something?	Click	 the	button	below	and	 request	a	surgery	appointment	with
me.	 Alternatively,	 feel	 free	 to	 email	me,	making	 sure	 to	 provide	 your	 FULL
address	and	contact	details.
	
If	you	would	prefer	to	speak	to	someone,	feel	free	to	give	my	office	a	call	on
01246	932048

Request	a	surgery	with	me

https://www.mark-fletcher.org.uk/request-surgery-appointment


Mark	Fletcher	MP
1	Market	Place
Bolsover
S44	6PN
mark.fletcher.mp@parliament.uk
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