
Dear	{{	contact.FIRSTNAME	}},
Welcome	 to	 the	 Late-March	 edition	 of	my	e-newsletter	 and	 I	 hope	 you	 find
this	update	both	interesting	and	informative!

Yesterday,	 I	 held	 a	 meeting	 with	 Maria	 Caulfield	 MP,	 Minister	 for	 Patient
Safety	 and	 Primary	 Care,	 and	 the	 Practice	 Manager	 of	 Crags	 Healthcare,
which	covers	Creswell	and	Whitwell,	to	discuss	access	to	GPs	and	other	issues
relating	to	the	NHS	locally.

Over	the	past	two	weeks,	I	have	had	the	opportunity	to	speak	in	the	House	of
Commons	 three	 times	 to	discuss	Freeports,	 the	anniversary	of	 the	Bolsover
Drama	 Group,	 and	military	 aid	 for	 Ukraine.	 I	 also	 got	 to	 ask	 a	 question	 in
support	 of	 my	 campaign	 for	 a	 sixth	 form	 in	 Bolsover	 at	 Prime	 Minister's
Questions	(PMQs)!

Locally,	 I	 have	 met	 with	 local	 councillors,	 spoke	 with	 the	 Headteacher	 of
Stubbin	 Wood	 School	 in	 Shirebrook,	 attended	 a	 meeting	 with	 a	 business
concerned	 about	 HS2	 safeguarding	 in	 Barlborough,	 hosted	 my	 Shirebrook
constituency	surgery,	and	met	with	Shirebrook	Town	Council.

To	help	progress	my	campaign	for	upgrades	to	Junction	28,	I	have	written	to
Blackwell	Parish	Council,	South	Normanton	Parish	Council,	and	Pinxton	Parish
Council	to	ask	for	a	letter	in	support	of	improvements	to	Junction	28	to	further
strengthen	our	funding	application	to	the	Department	for	Transport.

I	have	also	written	to	National	Highways	to	request	plans	for	Junction	29	are
finalised	 and	 fast	 tracked	 following	 the	 decision	 to	 cancel	 HS2	 Phase	 2b,
which	 caused	 complications	 for	 the	 previous	 designs	 and	 has	 delayed
progress	on	this	vital	infrastructure	project.

Finally,	 the	 Department	 for	 Levelling	 Up	 has	 awarded	 a	 grant	 of	 £53k	 to
Bolsover	District	Council	and	£40k	to	North	East	Derbyshire	District	Council	to
assist	with	installing	public	toilets,	which	meet	the	needs	of	disabled	people,
across	 our	 communities.	 The	 constituency	 also	 benefitted	 from	 £425,000
from	the	Football	Foundation	to	help	pay	for	the	construction	of	a	new	floodlit
3G	Football	Turf	Pitch	at	The	Arc	Leisure	Centre	in	Clowne.

I	look	forward	to	updating	you	again	next	month!

Best	wishes,

Mark
	

Late-March	Newsletter



PMQS	-	Post-16	Education	in	Bolsover	
I	was	pleased	to	have	opportunity	to	raise	the	matter	of	the	 lack	of	post-16
education	within	 the	 Bolsover	 constituency	 at	 Prime	Minister's	Questions	 in
the	House	of	Commons.	One	of	my	most	 important	 campaigns	 is	 to	 secure
provision	of	quality	post-16	education	with	 the	constituency,	where	 there	 is
currently	 none.	 Young	 people	 in	 the	 constituency	 have	 to	 travel	 long
distances	at	considerable	cost	 to	access	their	education.	The	Prime	Minister
has	assured	me	of	a	meeting	with	the	Education	Secretary	to	discuss	how	we
can	 right	 this	wrong	 for	 the	young	people	of	 the	Bolsover	constituency	and
give	them	the	education	that	they	deserve.	
	

Watch	my	question	to	the	Prime	Minister

https://youtu.be/Z7KiEsxu5g0


Spring	Statement	2022
To	help	with	the	cost	of	living,	manage	inflation,	and	help	grow	the	economy
in	response	to	the	challenges	of	the	Covid-19	Pandemic	and	Russia's	invasion
of	Ukraine.	The	Chancellor	announced	the	following:	
	
	 -	Fuel	Duty	Rates	will	be	cut	by	5p	per	 litre	across	 the	country.	This	 is	 the
biggest	cut	to	all	fuel	duty	rates	–	ever.
	
-	 Increasing	 the	National	 Insurance	threshold	so	 it	now	matches	 Income	tax
from	July.
	
-	A	£3,000	increase	in	the	threshold	to	£12,570,	bringing	it	into	line	with	the
income	tax	threshold,	is	a	gain	of	£330	a	year.
	
-	In	2024,	for	the	first	time	in	sixteen	years,	the	basic	rate	of	income	tax	will
be	 cut	 from	 20%	 to	 19%,	 worth	 an	 average	 £175	 a	 year	 to	 the	 average
taxpayer.	
	
-	 Doubling	 Household	 Support	 Fund	 to	 support	 vulnerable	 and	 low-income
families	at	this	difficult	time.	The	fund	is	now	£1	billion	and	managed	locally
by	Derbyshire	County	Council
	
-	 Cutting	 VAT	 from	 5%	 to	 zero	 on	 energy	 saving	 materials	 such	 as	 solar
panels	 for	 next	 five	 years,	 cutting	 red	 tape	and	 reinstating	wind	and	water
turbines	as	qualifying	technologies

Read	More

HS2	Meeting	
Earlier	this	month,	I	had	a	good	catch	up	with	members	of	the	HS2	Blackwell
Group	 to	 talk	 about	my	 campaign	 to	 have	 safeguarding	 removed	 from	 the
now	cancelled	route	that	has	blighted	our	communities	for	too	many	years.
	
The	 Government's	 decision	 to	 terminate	 HS2	 Phase	 2b	 at	 East	 Midlands
Parkway	is	a	very	welcome	decision,	but	the	current	safeguarding	zones	must
be	 lifted	to	give	 local	residents	the	peace	of	mind	they	deserve	and	to	give
the	green	light	to	projects	such	as	Junction	29.	

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1062486/Spring_Statement_2022_Web_Accessible.pdf#:~:text=Spring%20Statement%202022%20takes%20place%20following%20the%20unprovoked%2C,invasion%20has%20created%20significant%20uncertainty%20in%20the%20global


	
I	 would	 like	 to	 thank	 Graham	 Heasman	 for	 organising	 and	 everyone	 who
attended	the	meeting.	

Support	for	Ukraine	
I	very	much	welcome	the	recent	announcement	that	we	are	sending	6,000
additional	missiles	to	Ukraine,	as	well	as	Starstreak	High-Velocity	Missile
systems	–	the	world’s	most	advanced	anti-aircraft	missile	system	–	will	be
sent	to	further	support	Ukraine.
	
I	am	very	proud	of	the	UK	leading	the	way	in	the	supply	of	defensive
equipment	to	Ukraine;	but	as	well	as	providing	this	immediate	assistance,	I
asked	James	Heappey,	Minister	for	the	Armed	Forces,	what	work	the	Ministry
of	Defence	is	undertaking	to	assess	what	support	Ukraine	might	need	in	the
next	phases	of	this	conflict.	

Watch	my	Question	to	the	Defence	Minister	

https://www.mark-fletcher.org.uk/news/question-ukraine-military-support


Bolsover	Drama	Group
I	was	pleased	to	have	opportunity	to	ask	the	Leader	of	the	House	for	a	debate
on	the	importance	on	which	the	arts	play	in	local	communities.	This	weekend,
Bolsover	 Drama	Group,	will	 be	 hosting	 a	 celebration	 and	 a	 performance	 to
celebrate	their	40th	anniversary,	they	give	a	huge	amount	to	the	community
and	 they	particularly	give	opportunities	 to	 young	people	and	 I	 congratulate
Mick	Whitehouse	 and	Chris	 Peck	 and	 all	 the	members	 of	 the	 group	 on	 this
landmark	celebration.

Watch	my	question	to	the	Leader	of	the	House	of	Commons			

Junction	29	of	the	M1
Last	week	I	wrote	to	National	Highways	about	moving	forward	with	proposed
improvements	 to	 Junction	 29.	 The	 preliminary	 designs	 for	 J29	 were
complicated	 due	 to	 the	 proposed	 route	 of	 HS2	 Phase	 2B	 (Eastern	 leg),	 but

https://www.mark-fletcher.org.uk/news/bolsover-drama-group


following	 the	 Government's	 announcement	 to	 terminate	 the	 Eastern	 leg	 of
HS2	at	East	Midlands	Parkway,	 I	 have	asked	 for	 the	designs	 to	be	 finalised
and	fast	tracked	to	help	resolve	this	longstanding	issue.	

Derby	Rail	HQ
Last	month	the	Department	of	Transport	launched	a	nationwide	competition
to	find	the	new	headquarters	of	Great	British	Railways	(GBR).	I	am	delighted
to	be	backing	Derby.
	
The	headquarters	being	based	in	Derby	will	bring	a	number	of	high-skilled
jobs	to	the	area	and	support	levelling-up	across	the	East	Midlands.	Local	MPs,
Derby	City	Council,	D2N2	LEP,	Toyota	and	East	Midlands	Chamber	of
Commerce	are	among	those	backing	efforts	to	bring	GBR	to	the	city.
	
Derby	is	an	ideal	location	for	GBR	to	be	based,	home	to	the	oldest	surviving
railway	Roundhouse	in	the	world	built	by	Robert	Stephenson	and	the	central
location	has	attracted	some	of	Europe’s	largest	rail	engineering	companies
including	Alstom	(previously	Bombardier),	Porterbrook,	Railcare	and
Resonate.
	
With	the	East	Midlands	Freeport	in	place	from	March	22nd	2022,	and	set	to
deliver	61,000	jobs	and	an	extra	£8.9	bn	for	the	local	economy	over	the	next
30	years,	The	East	Midlands	Intermodal	Park	(EMIP),	which	will	become	a
next-generation,	rail-connected	business	park	with	links	to	the	rest	of	the
country	and	beyond,	and	Ratcliffe-on-Soar	power	station	due	to	be
transformed	into	an	international	centre	for	the	development	of	zero	carbon
technology,	we	are	transforming	the	East	Midlands	through	economic	growth,
bringing	opportunities	and	skills	to	our	region.

Visit	my	Website	for	More	Content	and	News

https://www.mark-fletcher.org.uk/


Need	My	Help	-	Book	A	Surgery	Appointment
Need	my	help	with	something?	Click	the	button	below	and	request	a	surgery
appointment	 with	me.	 Alternatively,	 feel	 free	 to	 email	 me,	 making	 sure	 to
provide	your	FULL	address	and	contact	details.

If	you	would	prefer	to	speak	to	someone,	feel	free	to	give	my	office	a	call	on
01246	932048
	

Request	a	surgery	with	me

Mark	Fletcher	MP
1	Market	Place
Bolsover
S44	6PN
mark.fletcher.mp@parliament.uk
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