
Dear	{{	contact.FIRSTNAME	}},
This	is	an	incredibly	difficult	newsletter	to	write,	as	once	again	we	see	war	on
the	European	continent	and	I	strongly	condemn	the	appalling	and	unprovoked
attack	President	Putin	has	launched	on	the	people	of	Ukraine.
	
Already	we	 have	 seen	 the	 destruction	 of	 villages	 and	 cities	 by	 the	 Russian
military	with	a	complete	disregard	for	human	life.	But	we	have	also	seen	the
incredible	bravery	and	resilience	of	the	Ukrainian	Armed	Forces,	as	well	as	it's
citizens,	 who	 with	 dogged	 determination	 continue	 to	 fight	 strongly	 against
Russian	aggression.
	
This	 war	 is	 a	 tragedy	 for	 the	 continent	 and	 for	 the	 Ukrainian	 people	 who
sought	to	choose	democracy	over	dictatorship,	and	freedom	over	tyranny.	We
all	hoped	we	would	never	have	to	see	such	sights	again.	It	is	now	our	duty	to
make	certain	this	unprovoked	attack	must	fail	and	ensure	Vladimir	Putin	-	and
those	who	support	his	actions	-	suffer	the	consequences	for	his	heinous	and
barbaric	crimes	against	peace.
	
I	 also	 want	 to	 take	 a	 minute	 to	 reflect	 on	 the	 heroic	 actions	 of	 President
Zelensky,	who	in	the	face	of	the	total	destruction	of	the	very	country	he	loves
and	despite	being	subject	 to	assassination	attempts,	has	shown	remarkable
courage	 leading	his	country	during	this	dark	chapter	of	 their	history.	 I	know
he	has	the	full	support	of	the	British	people.	
	
On	Wednesday,	I	stood	with	the	entire	House	of	Commons	to	give	a	standing
ovation	 to	 the	 Ukrainian	 Ambassador	 to	 the	 United	 Kingdom,	 Vadym
Prystaiko,	as	we	welcomed	him	 to	Parliament	 -	 it	was	an	 incredibly	moving
moment.	
	
Alongside	 further	military	aid	 to	 the	Ukrainian	Armed	Forces,	 I	 fully	 support
the	Prime	Minister	 in	his	strong	economic,	diplomatic,	and	political	response
to	this	terrible	act	of	aggression.
	
Slava	Ukraini	(Glory	to	Ukraine)!

Best	wishes,	

Mark

Update	on	Russian	Invasion	of	Ukraine



Our	Response
We	 have	 always	 been	 clear	 there	 would	 be	 massive	 consequences	 and	 a
severe	cost	for	any	Russian	military	incursion	into	Ukraine.	As	a	result	of	their
actions,	 the	 Government	 has	 announced	 punishing	 new	 sanctions	 that	 will
strike	at	the	heart	of	Putin’s	inner	circle,	the	financial	institutions	and	military
industrial	 complex	 that	 prop	 up	 his	 regime.	 Over	 120	 businesses	 and
oligarchs,	worth	hundreds	of	billions	of	pounds,	will	be	sanctioned	as	part	of	a
concerted	strike	against	the	Putin	regime.

Alongside	 these	 financial	 measures,	 we	 will	 substantially	 strengthen	 trade
restrictions	 –	 including	our	 toughest	export	 controls	against	Russia	 –	hitting
its	 electronics,	 telecoms	 and	 aerospace	 companies.	 The	 UK	 and	 our	 allies
have	also	cut	Russia	off	 from	the	SWIFT	global	payment	system.	 It	 is	worth
stating	 clearly	 that	 this	 is	 not	 the	 end.	 The	 Government	 has	 a	 rolling
programme	 that	 will	 continue	 ratchet	 up	 the	 pressure	 on	 Russia.	 It	 will	 be
designating	additional	companies	and	members	of	the	elite	for	sanctions	over
the	coming	weeks	and	months.
	
Earlier	 this	week,	 sanctions	 legislation	was	passed	and	 the	Economic	Crime
Bill	 will	 be	 brought	 before	 the	 House	 of	 Commons	 next	 week,	 as	 the
Government	continues	to	apply	pressure	to	the	Putin	regime.	

The	 combined	 effect	 of	 these	 measures	 will	 deliver	 a	 devastating	 blow	 to
Russia’s	economy	and	military	for	years	to	come.

Humanitarian	Support	
The	 UK	 continues	 to	 respond	 to	 the	 deteriorating	 humanitarian	 situation,
creating	a	lifeline	for	Ukrainians	with	access	to	basic	necessities	and	medical
supplies	 such	 as	medicines,	 syringes,	 dressings	 and	wound	 care	 packs.	 UK
Government	humanitarian	experts	have	also	been	deployed	to	the	region	to
support	 those	 fleeing	 the	 violence	 in	 Ukraine.	 The	 total	 amount	 of	 UK
Government	 aid	 pledged	 to	 Ukraine	 this	 year	 is	 over	 £200	million	 -	 with	 a



further	guarantee	up	to	$500	million	of	loans	to	Ukraine	through	Multilateral
Development	Banks.

In	response	to	the	growing	concern	of	Ukrainians	living	in	the	UK	about	their
welfare	 of	 their	 families	 back	 home,	 the	 Prime	Minister	 confirmed	 that	 any
person	settled	in	the	UK	will	be	able	to	bring	their	Ukrainian	family	members
to	 join	 them	here.	 This	will	 benefit	 tens	of	 thousands	of	people	who	at	 this
moment	are	making	desperate	choices	about	their	future.
	
The	 UK	 has	 also	 created	 a	 new	 sponsorship	 scheme	 so	 that	 Ukrainian
refugees	without	family	ties	can	enter	the	UK	once	they	have	been	sponsored
by	an	organisation	or	UK	citizen.	

Please	 rest	 assured	 the	UK	will	 not	 turn	 our	 backs	 on	 the	Ukrainian	people
during	 their	 hour	 of	 need.	 We	 are	 providing	 all	 the	 economic	 and	 military
support	we	 can	 to	 help	 those	Ukrainians	 risking	 everything	 to	 protect	 their
country	and	to	refugees	wishing	to	flee	war	and	conflict.

Supporting	NATO	
As	we	stand	with	Ukraine	we	must	also	shore	up	our	commitment	to	protect
our	NATO	allies	 in	Eastern	Europe,	so	 I	very	much	welcome	the	decision	by
the	Prime	Minister	to	double	the	number	of	British	troops	in	Estonia,	as	well
as	deploying	a	greater	air	force	and	naval	presence	around	NATO's	borders.

No-Fly	Zone	in	Ukraine
Whilst	 I	understand	 the	concerns	 for	 the	welfare	of	 citizens	and	admire	 the
determination	to	stand	up	to	Russian	aggression,	suggestions	of	a	no-fly	zone
simply	do	not	reflect	the	reality	of	military	conflict	in	the	nuclear	age.

Attempting	to	force	Russian	jets	out	of	the	air	would	cross	the	threshold	for	a
military	response	and	present	unpredictable	paths	for	escalation,	including	a
direct	confrontation	between	NATO	and	Russia.
	
The	Defence	Secretary,	Ben	Wallace	MP,	has	also	outlined	how	a	no-fly	zone
could	potentially	benefit	the	Russian	advance,	as	they	would	be	able	to	drive
their	tanks,	armoured	vehicles,	and	support	trucks	around	with	impunity	and
not	be	struck	from	the	air.	
	
Some	of	 the	 early	 successes	 of	 the	Ukrainian	military	 campaign	 during	 the
first	 few	 days	 of	 this	 conflict	 has	 been	 the	 air	 force	 and	 drones	 targetting
Russian	 convoys	 and	 ultimately	 a	 no-fly	 zone	 would	 limit	 their	 ability	 to
conduct	these	attacks.	
	
In	 my	 opinion	 it's	 not	 an	 option	 we	 should	 be	 considering.	 However,	 we
should	 continue	 to	 support	 our	 Ukrainian	 allies	 with	 anti-tank	 missiles	 and
other	military	aid,	as	well	as	economic	and	humanitarian	support.



Signing	the	Book	of	Solidarity	
It	was	an	honour	to	sign	the	book	of	solidarity	to	show	my	support	on	behalf
of	the	Bolsover	constituency	for	the	people	of	Ukraine.
	
"We	 stand	with	 you	 in	 your	 bravery.	We	 salute	 your	 courage.	We	 are	with
Ukraine.	Your	resolve	and	spirit	has	inspired	the	world."
	
The	 UK	 continues	 to	 provide	 military	 aid	 ,	 as	 well	 as	 economic	 and
humanitarian	support	in	response	to	Putin’s	aggression.

Read	More



Actions	of	Belarus	
It	 is	 important	 to	 remember	 that	 another	 European	 country,	 Belarus,	 has
aided	and	abetted	the	Russian	invasion	of	Ukraine.	Cruise	missiles	have	been
fired	 from	 their	 territory,	 helicopter	 assaults	 from	 their	 border	 towns,	 and
bombing	 raids	 from	 their	 airfields.	 In	 response	 the	 UK	 Government	 has
announced	 the	 first	 tranche	 of	 sanctions	 on	 Belarus	 targetting	 government
staff,	defence	ministers,	and	military	companies.	
	
The	Lukashenko	regime	will	be	made	to	feel	the	economic	consequences	for
its	support	for	Putin.
	

Read	More

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-imposes-sanctions-on-belarus-for-its-role-in-the-russian-invasion-of-ukraine


How	Can	I	help?
I	know	many	of	us	feel	helpless	during	these	difficult	times	and	a	number	of
constituents	have	asked	how	they	can	help	support	the	Ukrainian	people	from
the	UK.	By	donating	to	the	Ukraine	Humanitarian	Appeal,	you'll	help	Disasters
Emergency	 Committee	 (DEC)	 charities	 provide	 food,	 water,	 shelter	 and
healthcare	to	refugees	and	displaced	families.	The	UK	Government	will	match
donations	from	the	public	pound-for-pound	up	to	£20	million.	*This	is	largest
ever	aid-match	contribution.*
	
A	 number	 of	 international	 organisations	 such	 as	 the	 Ukrainian	 Red	 Cross,
UNICEF,	and	the	UN	Refugee	Agency	are	helping	with	the	humanitarian	crisis
caused	by	this	war.
	
There	 are	 also	 local	 non-profit	 organisations	 active	 in	 Ukraine	 such	 as
Revived	Soldiers	Ukraine	or	Nova	Ukraine.	Alternatively,	Kyiv	Independent	(a
national	 Ukrainian	 newspaper)	 is	 asking	 for	 donations	 to	 help	 support	 their
efforts	 to	 keep	 reporting	 on	 the	 ongoing	 invasion.	 The	 National	 Bank	 of
Ukraine	has	also	opened	a	special	account	to	raise	funds	for	Ukraine’s	Armed
Forces.

Donate	to	the	Ukraine	Humanitarian	Appeal

Need	My	Help	-	Book	A	Surgery	Appointment
Need	my	help	with	something?	Click	the	button	below	and	request	a	surgery
appointment	 with	me.	 Alternatively,	 feel	 free	 to	 email	 me,	 making	 sure	 to
provide	your	FULL	address	and	contact	details.
	
If	you	would	prefer	to	speak	to	someone,	feel	free	to	give	my	office	a	call	on
01246	932048

Request	a	surgery	with	me

Mark	Fletcher	MP
1	Market	Place
Bolsover
S44	6PN
mark.fletcher.mp@parliament.uk
	
Promoted	by	R	Cook	on	behalf	of	M
Fletcher,	both	at	1	Market	Place,
Bolsover,	S44	6PN.
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