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HS2 and Local Railways (Special
Edition)
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Dear {{ contact.FIRSTNAME }},

Welcome to this special edition of my e-newsletter which is focused on HS2
and local rail projects. Today the Government has released the Integrated
Rail Plan and announced the biggest programme of investment in rail for a
century. The plan outlines major rail projects throughout the Midlands and the
North that will help ensure opportunities for economic development and
prosperity are shared equally across the United Kingdom.

| am absolutely delighted that the Bolsover constituency will benefit from
FOUR major announcements!

First, the Government has announced that HS2 Phase 2b (Eastern Leg) will no
longer go as far north as the Bolsover constituency and will instead terminate
at East Midlands Parkway. This will be a massive relief for residents across
the constituency, in particular for those living in communities along the route
which would have been devastated by HS2.

Second, the Robin Hood Line will be extended from Shirebrook to Ollerton via
Warsop and Edwinstowe. This project will have huge benefits for Shirebrook
and the east of the constituency and will vastly improve connectivity across
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire - meaning greater work and leisure
oppurtunities for thousands of residents.

Third, the Maid Marian Line will be reopened to passenger services with the
potential for a new station to serve the communities of Pinxton and Selston,
in neighbouring Ashfield. Residents in Pinxton often feel isolated from the rest
of the Bolsover constituency and the reopening of this line is an excellent
oppurtunity to level-up our often-forgotten communities.

Fourth, the Midland Mainline, which runs from London to Nottingham and
Sheffield, will be fully electrified - meaning quicker train services for residents
catching trains from Chesterfield Station.

| have been campaigning for these four projects since being elected in 2019,
including meeting with Ministers, publishing local surveys, and working with
Local Authorities, so | very much welcome these announcements which will
bring enormous socio-economic benefits to thousands of residents.



In total our area will be receiving over £10 billion worth of investment which
will help to transform local railways, improve public transport, and
turbocharge the local economy, whilst protecting our beautiful constituency
from the devastating effects of HS2.

This really is great news for our constituency and it will bring enormous socio-
economic benefits to thousands of residents. | will continue to campaign
extremely hard on other infrastructure projects throughout the constituency,
such as Darfoulds Bridge, Treble Bob Roundabout, an M1/Shirebrook Link
Road, and improvements to junctions 28 & 29 of the M1, but this is a very
welcome first step in levelling-up the constituency and the wider East
Midlands region.

| hope you find this edition interesting!
Best wishes,

Mark.

Reopening the Maid Marian Line

| have discussed the plans to upgrade the Maid Marian Line to a full
passenger service with my colleague Lee Anderson, MP for Ashfield, since
being elected in December 2019 and we both met with Grant Shapps MP, the
Transport Secretary, within the first few weeks of being elected to promote
this project.

Last year, | signed a joint letter with Clir Steve Fritchley, Leader of Bolsover
District Council, making the project a priority for the and | also raised this
issue with the Minister for Transport, Chris Heaton-Harris MP, in Parliament. In
June this year, | wrote a supporting letter to Ashfield District Council,
highlighting the benefits reopening the line would bring to Pinxton and the
South of the Bolsover constituency. Most recently, | launched a survey for
residents of Pinxton to let me know their views about the campaign and | am
extremely grateful to all those who took part.

The proposed new route would provide better links to Nottingham, Mansfield,
and Kirkby-in-Ashfield, and potentially to Kings Mill Hospital.

This project will greatly improve the life chances of residents living in Pinxton
by delivering much needed connectivity for employment, education, training,
healthcare and leisure.

Residents in Pinxton often tell me they feel 'ignored' or 'left behind', so | could

not be happier that the Government have listened to our campaign and that
the village will now benefit from this investment.

Read Mark's Supporting Letter to Ashfield District Council



https://www.mark-fletcher.org.uk/news/mark-fletcher-writes-ashfield-district-council-support-re-opening-maid-marian-line

No HS2 in the Bolsover constituency!

| have made my views on HS2 very clear since | was selected as the
Conservative Parliamentary candidate for Bolsover in 2019, | oppose the
proposed route of HS2 Phase 2b as it does not benefit the constituency, and |
strongly believe the money could be better spent on the electrification of the
Midland Main Line, reversing the Beeching cuts, supporting local
infrastructure projects, and improving bus links.

Locally, | attended several meetings with HS2 opposition groups and various
District Councillors, and in Westminster | raised my concerns with
Government Ministers and the Prime Minister directly. Additionally, last June, |
wrote to Sir John Armitt, Chairman of the National Infrastructure Commission,
regarding his review into HS2, outlining the challenges that HS2 presents to
the Bolsover constituency.

Communities across the constituency would have been devastated by the
proposed route, as well as the two spur lines to Chesterfield and Staveley,
and | know many residents lives have already been negatively impacted by
HS2 Ltd.

| am absolutely delighted the Government has listened to our concerns and
very much welcome the money being invested in local transport projects
which have a much greater benefit to residents living in our constiteuncy.




Extending the Robin Hood Line

The Robin Hood Line runs from Nottingham to Worksop calling at four stations
in our constituency: Whitwell, Creswell, Langwith-Whaley Thorns, and
Shirebrook. The proposed extension would create a new route from
Shirebrook to Ollerton via Warsop and Ollerton using an old freight line that
was used to carry coal to High Marnham power station. It is currently used
as a test track for train-driver training, so remains in good condition.

Last year, all three regional MPs involved with the campaign, myself, Mark
Spencer MP (Sherwood), Ben Bradley MP (Mansfield), wrote to the Secretary
of State and Network Rail to outline the strategic case for the reopening of
this line and | am absolutely delighted that our bid has been succesful!

This is a fantastic opportunity for economic growth in our constituency, in
particular for the regeneration of Shirebrook town centre, and will further
increase work and leisure opportunities for residents of Whitwell, Creswell,
Langwith, and Shirebrook, whilst helping to increase the connectivity of our
constituency to the wider East Midlands region.

Read Mark's Joint Letter in Support of the Extension

Electrification of the Midland Mainline

The Midland Main Line runs between London St Pancras and Sheffield, calling
at Luton, Bedford, Corby, Leicester, East Midlands Parkway, Derby,
Nottingham and Chesterfield. The electrification of this track will help reduce
journey times for residents in the constituency catching services from
Chesterfield Station without the extortionate cost to the taxpayer and
destruction of the countryside associated with HS2.

Over the last few years | have supported the campaign for the electrification
of the Midland Mainline as it helps to reduce journey times from Sheffield to
London in a more cost-effective way than HS2, whilst protecting villages in
the constituency from HS2. Ultimately, electric trains will improve service
reliability and increase train and line capacity.


https://www.mark-fletcher.org.uk/news/mark-fletcher-works-regional-mps-secure-funding-robin-hood-line-extension

Watch Mark Discuss HS2 and Midland Mainline

Electrification (from 21.10)
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