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__OPINION _

§5 MARKFLETCHER

[ don't want to hate BBC but
now be beyond saving

it may

atelast month, Iwasone

of anumber of Con-

servative MPs who met

with the leadership of
the BBC. The meeting - long
planned - came only days after
the corporation once again
became embroiled in scandal,
with the Martin Bashir story
hitting front pages around the
world.

It feels like one thing after an-
other with the BBC. Yes they ab-
solutely have upsides; often their
dramasare very good (the ending
of Line of Duty being an excep-
tion!) Radio 2 always feels like an
old friend, and the World Service
is an essential source of news in
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countries where they don’t have
such afreepress.
But,asIsaidtothe BBCleader-
ship, you can’t help but feel those
workinginthe BBC-and particu-

larly their news coverage —look
down on working class commu-
nitiesin the North and Midlands.

The coverage of Brexit wasbor-
derline farcical, wall-to-wall cov-

Mark Fletcher
MP says the BBC
canoftenseem
likeitis amillion
miles away from
lifein Bolsover.

erage of anti-British stories and
negativity. You can argue they’ve
done the same with their Covid
coverage, which many people
seem to have given up on.

The BBC feels a million miles
away fromlifeinBolsover. Thelib-
eral metropolitan views that seep
intoeveryporeofthe corporation
jarwithmy constituents. Thereis
that constant sense of ‘we’re bet-
ter than you and we will tell you
whatisright’.

Add to that their creeping
sense of mission (theirlocal radio
stations and local news coverage
have had a devastating impact
on many local newspapers and
commercial providers) as they
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bafflingly look to take over the
podcast market with the awful
BBC Sounds, and we find our-
selves with an out-of-touch me-
diabehemoth.

Idon’t want to hate the BBC. I
wantthemtobeimpartial, togivea
range of voicestodifferent people
and to be accurate. But I've given
up defending them.

Time after time they’ve let us
down, and I think the rotten way
they treated over-75s on the li-
cence fee showed they may well
be beyond saving.

The Bashir stories created re-
centheadlines,butIsuspect many
had already reached the conclu-
sion that no-one can save the BBC
fromitself.

On another note, I had the
pleasure of receiving my first vac-
cination recently at the Winding
Wheelin Chesterfield. Thankyou
toallvolunteers and staffwho did
such an amazingjob in sorting us
all so quickly. we are now rattling
through firstand secondjabsvery
quickly;letushopethatmeanswe
can have anormal summer!
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